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him to the action, and gave him their blessing at the hour
of their departure, assuring him that they had much rather
die by his hands than by the hands of a stranger, since
they were sure of his prayers in their last moments. These
words afforded great consolation to young Richard, and
enabled him to get through the work with a Christian
fortitude.
Being now left an orphan, young, helpless and alone, he
determined to look out for some gentleman whom he might
serve in the quality of a skip-kennel, or some handicrafts-
man of whom he might learn a trade, for his support in
an honest way. But all his inquiry was in vain; for the
lamentable exit of his parents, and the occasion of it, being
fresh in everyone's memory, their infamy rested on him, and
there was no man to be found who would receive him into
his house.
Being as yet unfit to engage in any great and hazardous
enterprise, he took up the decent occupation of a pick-
pocket, at which he soon became very dexterous, haunting
all the fairs, markets, and even churches, round the country,
and in this manner picking up a very good living ; till, being
often detected, and obliged to go through the discipline of
the horse-pond, he was obliged to think of some other order
of sharpers in which to get himself entered.
There is in Ireland a sort of men whom we may properly
enough call satyrs, from their living in woods and desert
places ; among these Dick Bauf was next enrolled. These
people never came to any towns, but continued in their
private holds, stealing horses, kine, sheep and all sorts of
cattle that came in their way, on which they subsisted. But
all these inferior orders soon became tiresome to our adven-
turer, the more on account of the bad success he met with
whilst he was in them. The next, then, therefore, was to get
acquainted with a gang of Grumeis, who take their name
from the similitude of their practice to that of the young
boys who climb up to the tops of the masts at sea with great
activity, and are called cats, or Grumeis, by the sailors. The
thieves that bear this name are housebreakers who make
158